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Richard Helms was in intelligence work since his days with the Office of

Strategic Services as a naval officer, He combined the best characteristics

of a strong leader -- skilled in the complex arts of foreign 1nte111gence operations. --- N

an able admlmstrator and a dedicated career officer devoted to the pubhc service. -
His working career began with the Unlted Press Associations in Berlm in 1935
as e Staff Correspondent From 1936 1942 he was. the I\atlonal Advertlsmg Manager
of the Ind:u.anapohs TJ.mes Publlshmg Company._ He entered. the Na:vy m 1942 as a '
Lleutemnt G.g.) and 1e£f as a L:.eutenam: Corrmnder m 1946 On 4 Ma.rdt 1946 he
- Jomed. the Central Intelli Lgence Group as Ch1ef Forexgn Bmch WI Offlce ef Spec:c.al.
Operatzons and then entered on duty with the Central Intelhcence Aaency at 1ts
mcepuon in 1947 as an e@erﬁ m Eastem Em‘opean affalrs“ L E

HJ.s career in the Agency was marked by bnlllance, exc;eptmnal mtlvatlon

and keen admlm.stratlve abi, 1113/‘ In January of 1953 he Became the Chlef of Opera.tlons

for the Office of Spec1al Operatlons (predecessor to DDP now DDO) . 'Ihrouohout h}.s
career, he showed unusual interest in matters of Aoency adm:tmstratlon the development
of an Agency-mde career serVJ.ce system and the training of personnel m general
and specialized fields. He was known for his 1nt1mate Icnowledge of the personnel
| in the Clandestine Semces and his excellent Judcrment of its people. v
"In February 1962 he was appointed Deputy D1rector for Plans. He con51stently’
displayed an extraord.mary and comprehensive knowledge of all types of Clandestlne
.Semces operatlons world»wz.de, a unlque ablhty to deal promptly and eff.u:lently -
with a vast flow of detall and the rather rare talent to delecrate. S
In April 1965 he was appointed Deputy Director of Central Intelhcrence and
Director in June of 1966, where he served umtil hlS retirement on 2 Febrnary 1973.
Highly reSpecFed by his associates and subordinates in the Intelligence Conmxhity,

he enjoyed the'intense loyalty of his staff and other members of the Agency not
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because of his position, but because of his intecrity dedication to the Agency,

and the personal consideration and support which he extended to all of them.

‘As Director, he was in the unique position of supemsmcr the entire Umted
States Intelllgence Comxmmlty He was the nerve center of control and the focal
point of intelligence 1nfomauon for two Pre51dents thelr Vice Pre51dents and. .
other key offlmals of our Govermnent. | ' P

He was a leader in enha.ncma the popular mderstandmg and respect for the

'lmportance of the role of 1nte111gence in the conduct of oux forelgm rela.t:wns S

and enjoyed the hlghest IGSPSCL aad admiration for h15 dlsmnculshe& and ranmkable

:contnbutlons to the Central Intelllgence Avency and hlS dedlcat:.on ta the cause

of mtelllgence.,

S by
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